
August 30, 2010       The Cairo House by Samia Serageldin

Sherry Brower

Ms. Ruffner explained hyphenated identity- two identities combined, as in Egyptian/ American.

Ms. Ruffner identified where all the notes can be viewed from each class. Viewed under class recorder notes, via the syllabus. She also said she would be adding a drop box, where power point presentations can be placed, for viewing.

Kali gave a very informative power point presentation on Samia Serageldin.

· Samia was born and raised in Egypt

· Family was wealthy and very political (part of the wafd Party)

· Educated in Europe

· Moved to the United States in 1980

· Became more vocal about being a Muslim, after 9/11

· Several publications on Arab women

Samia the Chameleon, seems to personify her. After Samia left Egypt she began to express herself more freely, and in doing so, blended the two cultures.

Three of her main works are: The Cairo House, The Naquib’s Daughter, and  Love is Like Water.

Her writings are said to give the reader a crash course in Egyptian History, politics, and life.

Great Job Kali!

Open class discussion:

Helen- In culture we tend to look for people that our like us. This includes religion, economic status, etc…

Ms Ruffner-Is that a good thing?

Amy- Not if you do not seek to know others and broaden your horizon. You can become ignorant.

Diversity can be a good or bad thing.

Ms. Ruffner- This is a bold class, we discuss; Religion, race, and use what might be considered offensive language. This is the class that it needs to come out. These are discussions we have everyday. As Americans, we can group each other by age, gender, etc. We tend to look at the stories we read through our own eyes. 

Girl whose mother sent her to Haiti-People are judged when they get a divorce. In Haiti an announcement is placed in the newspaper. It is a very shameful thing in Haiti. People are fearful that in may be contagious.

The Author is writing the book in an attempt to educate Americans. 

Ms. Ruffner- What are some books we have know that show us what America is about? What about Huckleberry Finn? It was banned in schools. You know it is kind of creepy an older man and a young boy. 

Someone brought up The Catcher in The Rye. Did this book make you think that when you went to college, it would be preppie, and you would attend football games?

Ms. Ruffner-What are the kids in school reading today? 

Helen- Harry Potter, and Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief

Someone else mentioned Diary of a Wimpy Kid.

Ms Ruffner - questioned if this is in the best interest of the kids.

Helen and others defended the book as having redeeming qualities. Such as the fight between good and evil. Also dealt with social issues; bullying and hatred of ones own kind. (A reference to Hitler was made here, he was part Jewish)

Sherry - finds the book offensive and believes there is much better literature out there for the children in school. 

Karen- parents should explain the literature to their children. 

Helen- parents are responsible for what their kids learn and should be involved. 

Ms. Ruffner- What if in giving Harry Potter to the kids now, leads them to play with a Ouji board later. Is that o.k. at 11?

Discussion brought back to the fact that our culture is simulating from all different cultures. What really constitutes where we are coming from? Could Harry Potter be offensive to some?

Karen- grew up with fairy tales about the Prince and the Princess. They certainly were not true.

Ms. Ruffner-What other lies have we been told and believe. How about get your bachelors degree and you will have it all. The great job, the house with the white picket fence, and 2.5 children.

This  brought up a whole other issue of an increase in unwed mothers and baby daddies. 

Sherry- This generation is different. They watch movies and don’t read the book. 

Helen- Seeing the movies have given her child the desire to read the book.

Haiti Girl- went to Christian bookstore, saw a device that edits movies, from violence and other things. 

Ms Ruffner- What if you shelter your kid their whole life and then they see a hooker walking down the street?

Helen- Home life was very restricted, Her mom never spoke to her about sex or her period.

This brought on a brief discussion about sex education in the schools.

The only male in the class- his school did not hand out condoms, they taught abstinence.

Ms Ruffner- graduated High School in 1992. People were starting to get pregnant in high school. It was something people whispered about.

“The Pregnancy Pact” was brought up. A movie about several young teens who decide to get pregnant at the same time. People discussed different scenarios on the rise of teen pregnancy.

Karen- Are these kids willing to get jobs and support their kids?

Discussion returned to issues in the book;

Identity (Western)

· The chameleon

· A metaphor for life

· Capatalist

· Freedom 

· Disconnected

· Individualist

· Embarrassed

Culture (Eastern)

· Getting approval for a divorce

· (Time Magazine) cutting the ears and nose off the face.

· Relationships (Tamer and Gigi)

· The treatment of women

Characterizations

· Why Serageldin is writing this book.

· To see the Eastern way of life.

· Learning to assimilate the old with the new.

· To illustrate the difference between social classes and political/religious affiliations in Egypt.

· To work through past issues

Gigi

· Spoiled brat

· Confined by social roles

· Defiant

There is no Place Like Home….

· Where is home?

· America and freedom/social acceptance

· Nostalgic

· Family ties and traditions

Why did Professor Ruffner pick The Cairo House for this class to read?

September 13, 2011 Spinning into Butter by Rebecca Gilman

Kali Teel

-Karen gave her presentation on Rebecca Gilman which can be found in Angel. She focused on both the positive and negatives of Gilmans piece and offered more insight into the author.

Someone mentioned the movie Crash to compare to Spinning into Butter because of the blatant view it gives on racism and holds nothing back.

-Professor Ruffner gave her presentation on Marxism, with a background on Karl Marx. This can be found in Angel also.

A brief discussion was opened about this:

Sherry made a good point comparing Marxism to Spinning into Butter by commenting that the college was being oppressive or it could be viewed as Sarah vs. administration.

Bethany made a good comment also regarding doctors in Cuba, “They do it more as a social status ranking and not for the money”. She continued, “human nature is naturally greedy-what’s in it for me mentality”.

Last word on Marxism: Workers are oppressed by owners. The more the worker produces the richer the owners will become and widen the gap.

Let’s talk about Spinning into Butter
Ruffner comments Belmont was trying to attract more kids to the college so the administration was naturally upset when Sarah called the police. An example of Marxism?

Key term: “Agency” (p. 74), body of people empowered to act for another

Ruffner comments we are all a hyphenated society and the word from the text, “Nuyorican” is spoken about. How far is to far in holding true to an identity? Everyone has their limits.

- Angela comments that Sarah was truly trying to be non-partial with Patrick when trying to get him the scholarship.

Why would Sarah (a white person), choose that line of work? (College presumed Sarah was black before bringing her in because of this).

-Sherry comments Filman hits racism from all sides with her play. She tries to be so politically correct she spins herself into a corner.

-Angela comments the boy who started the tolerance club was creating a mockery of racism in the beginning. He was doing it for the wrong reasons (his resume) in the beginning. Sarah’s faults could be because of her weak interpersonal skills.

So was Sarah racist or just trying to survive? Not wanting to sit next to the black men in big puffy coats was brought up for discussion. 

-Helen comments it is survival instincts not to sit by someone if they make you feel uneasy.

-Sherry says that Sarah is dictated by how she thinks she needs to be.

-Jenny makes the comment that since slavery the white woman has been unknowingly taught to fear the black man.

-Angela comments that Sarah’s past experiences at Lancaster (college) could have made her felt this way.

-Murlene jumps in and says that Sarah can’t solve her own problems and issues, but yet she sits and solves these kids problems everyday (to hide her own faults?).

-Helen says that Sarah is looking at her demons inside and trying to sort them out.

-The girl with dark hair/bangs comments that Sarah is doing what is comfortable to her- the white woman down to the black man (sitting to on the bus).

Jenny mentions that she thinks Sarah is a product of her time, the 1960’s. A time when America was sparked by racial turmoil and women coming into their own.

Last comments:

-Bethany says reading the play made her feel guilty for having prejudices.

-Jenny also questions why Sarah has such a hatred for Petra, but did not hate/blame much on Ross?

-Refer to the story of Little Black Sambo (pg 90)- this is Simon throwing everything into a tail spin.

-Ruffner has the last word: “A piece not to make us feel bad, but think”.


September 13, 2010 Class recorder notes 

Angela Howell

Spinning into Butter:   by Rebecca Gilman

Rebecca Gilman presented by Karen.

Karl Marx and Marxism presented by Professor Ruffner.


---OPEN DISCUSSION---

-reference to pg 74, Sarah “...black people have agency and are responsible and can help themselves.”


- what does it mean to have agency?



~ voice



~ advocacy



~ money



~ desire



~ potential



~ power



~ means

-Is Sarah’s only racial issue with black?

· Envisions Vermont as being “clean and white” or “safe and white”, pristine, uppity

· Only had bad experiences with black kids 

· Priming? Seeing, hearing and being brought up to believe that being white means to be racist

· Would avoid sitting near a black man on the bus or train especially those in big puffy coats because of the stereotypical inference that gang members wear big puffy coats (76)

· Only notices race/blacks as lower class

· Belmont interview

· Looking for diversity

· Administration thought Sarah was black

· Sarah was second choice

· Initial candidate was black but took a position elsewhere

· Belmont dealing with racial incident

· Tries to sweep it under the rug

· Mad at Sarah for involving police

· Worried about school reputation

· Holds forums on the subject of race in attempt to minimize incidents

· Patronizing to the black students

· Doesn’t address the fact that the black student fabricated the incidents

· Sarah’s interpersonal issues

· Seems timid

· Always wanting to please

· Treated like dirt by everyone around her

· Lacks esteem

· Waits around for Ross

· Accepts role second to Petra

· Why does Sarah hate Petra?

· Jealousy?

· Exotic?

· Someone Sarah can and never will be?

· Petra has Ross, Ross loves Petra and not Sarah?

Genevieve Starczewski

9/20/10

--Jean Rhys hides many facets of her own life in her books. 
Post-Colonialism:

Basics:


--Theory developed in 1990


--20th century British Empire(controlled over a quarter of the earth’s surface)


--any population that has been subjected to the political domination of another population


--some literature written by colonizers, though most by formerly colonized peoples.


--identity of a person and society


--examples of colonized peoples include South Africa and Aboriginal Australia


--psychological and social interplay between native, indigenous cultures and the colonizers


--native people defined as savage, backward and underdeveloped


--Colonizers believed their whole culture was more highly advanced and developed


Colonizers



VS.



Colonized

* “Center of the world” mentality



* “Marginalized”

* Proper “self”





* “Other” (different, inferior)

* “Us”







* “Them”

* Civilized






* Savages


Decolonization:


--colonizers retreated and left the lands they had invaded


--removal of British military forces and government officials


--ex-colonials left with a psychological “inheritance” of a negative self image.


--alienation from their own indigenous cultures and society; will never be able to return to pre-colonial culture


--resulted in “colonial subjects”; people who did not resist but tried to imitate colonizers due to belief in British supremacy


--Double Consciousness: way to perceive world between two cultures (caught between cultures) ( leads to “unhomeliness”: not feeling at home in your own home: “psychological refugees”


Eurocentrism:


--to be considered “great”; universal characters and themes. 


1st World:


Highly developed nations. Ex: Britain, US, Western Europe. 




2nd World:


White populations of Canada, Australia, South Africa, and former USSR


3rd World:



LDCs(Lesser Developed Countries). Ex: India, African nations, etc.


4th World:


Indigenous cultures and tribes. 


Themes:


*initial encounter with the colonizer and disruption of indigenous cultures


*Journey of European outsider through unfamiliar terrain with a guide who is native to the area


*Mimicry


*Exile


*Post-independence disillusionment

Postcolonial Part Two

09-20-2010

Christina Rios

· I just want to make sure that everyone knows that we have to print off the class recorder and presentation schedule and to bring it in on Monday to get 5 points. 

· Also, do not forget to look on Angle for the discussion on Jean Rhys Wide Sargasso Sea as we did not have on in the class, we all left early!!!

· We went through Postcolonial theory. Genevieve has done a great job on her end. We can find the presentation online through Angle, then Lessons, Drop Power Points here, then look down on the page and click the one you want. 
· Please refer to the Angle presentation for more information and understanding.
· We spoke about some of the other books such as the Bloody Chamber which really has something to do with a period. 
· Though out the night we kept on comparing the USA and how we treat people now, however the USA is not and will not be included in Postcolonial because we are not British.  

· There has to be a rebellion and/or a withdrawal of forces to cause Decolonization.  Which is a reject of the colonizer’s ideology. They try to reclaim the past but to many generations have come through and now they are lost.

Can the post colonist past be reclaimed?


Culture keeps moving, one cannot keep it confined.




You cannot go home again (like the college kid that goes away and then comes back home to find that everything is not the same) Spoke again of hybridity.

· Spoke about Western Literary Cannon and who should or should not be in it. It is writers that have stood the test of time. 

Will the Western Literary Cannon include 3rd and 4th world writers such as Jean Rhys and others.

 We looked at pictures of writers. 

It was agreed that this theory is important to the way we read and some stated that they wished it was taught before we read the book and now the WSS makes more since. 

· No Book to READ this week for class just review for midterm and the Presentations that are due. 

Jennifer Carson 

9-27-10

Wide Sargasso Sea

Many thought that Antoinette’s husband was the one who drove her to go mad.

People wondered about her sexuality

She was Creole and white but she looked white.

Sherry’s response was that she was in touch with her felinity 

Helen said that she might idolize women because she didn’t have any women figure in her life.

Someone said that the marriage went apart after he was told about her past and thought she was going to go insane.

Someone else mentioned that she wasn’t crazy she just wanted to be loved.

When asked why she stabbed her brother people responded that it could have been because he did not do anything to help her and he also set up the money for the marriage. 

Amy reminded us that she did start to lose her mind like she was in a black out and that she did not remember that she stabbed her brother.

Sherry made a great statement that Antoinette’s husband had sealed his one fate because she wants to be loved and they both wont change their way.

Someone else made a comment that they only married for pride because if he did not even marry a Creole woman he would have been made fun of. So he ended up convinced her to marry him.

Mid-term Review

We will have one answer sheet and a test packet and will write our answer on the answer sheet.

It will be mostly multiple choice with some fill in the blanks.

The three pieces we will be tested on is Cairo House, Spinning into Butter and Wide Sargasso Sea.

Cairo House

This will be mostly fill in the blanks

Example of questions: What state did Gigi move to. 

Make sure you know people and political figures in this time

Spinning into Butter

These questions will be most multiple choice

Know the themes, place and indent 

Example: Sarah came from where to teach were?

Also know the meaning behind the title.

Wide Sargasso Sea

Know the theme and who those themes are related to post colonialism.

If she does not get enough questions for the test from the books she will take stuff from the three links about MLA which are labeled as how to write for this class: MLA1 & MLA2

And example question from this would be: You should do what to the title

Also there may be grammar questions for example how to use then and than.


Amanda Smith

October 4

Murlene- Maya Angelou

Born Marguerite on April 4 1928
Author, poet, historian, songwriter, dancer

Was molested at the age of 7 be her mother’s boyfriend. The attacker turned up dead.

Married and divorced Greek sailor Tosh.

Joined the Harlem Writer’s Guild in the ‘60’s. Also became involved in black activism.

Moved to Egypt and served as editor of the Arab Observer.

Moved back to the US in ’64 to help her friend Malcolm X. MLK Jr was assassinated on her birthday.

Georgia, Georgia was the first film written by an African American woman to be filmed.

She was asked by Clinton to write a poem for his inauguration and read it aloud.

Received 30 honorary degrees.

In ’83 schools tried to ban “I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings.”

Katie- Margaret Atwood

Born 1939.

Began writing to pass time spent with her father.

BA in English. Minor in French and Philosophy.

5 year marriage to Jim Polk.

Wrote 11 novels.

Began winning awards in the ‘60s.

Humanist of the year(1987)

Writing is usually about a woman finding her role in society.

Lives green lifestyle.

Invented long pen to sign books.

Helen- Psychoanalytical Theory (Perspective)
Sigmund Freud- Unconscious drives our behaviors.

Desires and conflicts arise from 3 areas in the mind.

Psychosexual explanation for behaviors.

ID- bases desires

Ego- Social

Super ego- God.

Conscious- Things we do.

Oedipus Complex- male fights to be man of the house. Men search for women like their mothers.

Psychosexual Development

Oral: Birth to 1 year (popsicle)

Anal: 1 to 3 years. (Becoming aware of genitals; fart jokes and potty training)

Phallic: 3 to 6 years. (Erections, crave mother’s/father’s attention; sexual attraction to parent on a sub conscious level)

Latency: 6 years to puberty (Confused; figuring out sexuality)

Genital: Puberty to death (If you haven’t progressed from previous stages to Genital, you will never feel fulfilled with life)

Christina- Virginia Wolf
Born to Sir Leslie Stephen and Julia Prinsep Jackson Puckworth.

Didn’t go to school. Used father’s extensive library.

Molested by step brother.

Diagnosed with bi-polar disorder.

Committed suicide by drowning. Placed rocks in her pockets. Left 2 suicide notes.

Leading writer in Modernism.

Stream of consciousness writing method.

Genny- Sylvia Plath
Clever, creative child.

First publish at the age of 8.

Fascinated with Bees. Father is known as the charmer of Bees.

Wrote many stories and poems about her father.

Father died after her 8th birthday.

Plath had a mental breakdown.

Diagnosed with many psychological diseases.

Was given shock treatment to “fix” her.

Married Ted Hughes.

Committed suicide in ’63 by putting her head in a kitchen oven.

Confessional poet.

“blue” and “red” poems. She felt the colors ruled her life.

Major themes; death, medical, abandonment, paranoia, familial history, love.

October 11

Katie Siani
Angela Carter Powerpoint Notes
I. Life
A. May 7, 1940 - February 16, 1992

B. Married Paul Carter in September 10, 1960 and divorced in 1972. Married Mark Pierce, had child Alexander.

C. Received a B.A. from the University of Bristol, in 1965

II. Influence
A. Carter and her grandmother were evacuated to Yorkshire

B. Carter suffered from anorexia for the majority of her teen years

C. Moved to Tokyo after divorce

III. Impact
A. Carter wrote both fiction and non-fiction.

B. Classified as a Gothic writer; inspired by classic fairy tales

C. She was a feminist who took politics seriously

 

Feminism Powerpoint Notes
I. Concepts deal with
A. Women/men

B. Feminity/masculinity connected to values, practices/behaviors, objects, identity, sexuality, work, state/laws

II. Arguments
A. Feminists say

1.New forms of sexual agency are giving women new sexual freedom

2. Lesbianism is outside the heterosexual norm, creating a woman-friendly society

3. Heterosexuality is based on the interests of male sexuality

4.There should be more sexual violation awareness

B. Others say

1. New forms of sexual agency are only providing an illusion in order to induce hetero-sex

2.The sexual agency of lesbianism has become a staple of masculine culture

3. Women’s sexual agency is disabled but is not foreclosed from heterosexuality

4. Feminists (and/or the patriarchal society) are making up numbers to traumatize young women

III. Important Feminists
A. Chantal Chawaf, Helene Cixous, Teresa de Lauretis, Luce Irigaray, etc

 

Bloody Chamber Notes
I. Conversation Starter
A. Question: Why were Angela Carter’s short stories considered pornographic?

B. Answer: Though her stories did not have a lot of graphic scenes, her use of vulgar language, profanity, and allusion to dirty fetishes made her work very pornographic.           

Example of vulgar language: In “The Snow Child” when the Count “thrust his virile member into the dead girl”

Example of semi-graphic scenes: In “Wolf Alice,” the young girl masturbates in front of a mirror, examines her period blood, etc.

Example of fetishes: Bestiality in “Company of Wolves”

II. Carter’s Symbolism and Imagery Today
A. The covers of Carter’s books have images that represent genitals.

Example: Flower that looks like a vagina http://www.coverbrowser.com/image/penguin-books/273-8.jpg
Example: Phallic castle

http://www.meexia.com/bookie/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/the-bloody-chamber.jpg
B. These perverted tactics were even used by Disney, such as the cover of The Little Mermaid, the dust in the air in The Lion King

Examples: http://www.ebaumsworld.com/pictures/view/242394/
III. Ideas
A. “The Snow Child” portrays purity with the white snow, and something sinister coming through it by the black and gray horses.

B. Some say that Count has power and gets what he wants (his girl as white as snow, red as blood, etc) and blocks anything that the Countess tries to control (giving the girl orders).

C. Some say that the Countess shows her power by being liberated, even though she first had to be stripped of her clothing and sexualized.

IV. Word Usage
A. Gramatically, the word “it” at the end of the story refers to the rose, but classmates argued that it could be a vagina.

B. Meaning of the first three words of the story:

1. Midwinter: cold time of year, halfway point

2. invincible : unstoppable, strong, almighty, etc

3. immaculate: perfectly clean, spotless, unspoiled, bright, etc

V. Point of View
A. From the Count: Want what you can’t have,

            Example: His “snow child”

B. From the Countess: Possible voyeur

            Example: Actually watching her husband

VI. Ending Comments
A. Dicotomy: Every rose has its thorn

B. Was this a healthy or unhealthy way for the Countess to deal with jealousy?

C. The Snow Child is like Snow White; awakening of sexuality

D. Feminist Point of View: All men are the same, they show no emotion.

E. Man vs. self, Man vs. man, Man vs. nature.
Kathleen Vaca

10-18-2010

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

Angela did her presentation on S.E. Hinton. This presentation is on Angel.

Amanda did her presentation on Queer Theory/ Gender Studies. This presentation is also on Angel.

Different versions of Little Red Riding Hood can be found at www.pitt.edu.

The Outsiders

Professor Ruffner: How can you tell it was written by a woman?

Answers from different students in the class:

     1. The description of the guys. The description for the clothes of the girls.

     2. The affection between the characters.

     3. European in nature.

     4. A scene where Ponyboy recites a poem. Not a description of a tough fourteen year        

        old.  

     5. A sixteen year old wanting to read Gone With the Wind.

     6. The female characters were overlooked.

Professor Ruffner: Men cannot do these things?

Sherry: Women usually talk more and are more descriptive.

Someone: We knew it was written by a woman from the beginning.

Professor Ruffner: What gives it away that she is 16?

Someone: There are no parents.

Someone: Seems like the book was written by a young person without much knowledge of the world.

Someone: No sexual overture between the boys, they are both young. They are like family.

Socs- Preppy, upper class, rich kid, and letter-sweater.

Greaser- Almost like hoods, poorer than Socs or middle class.

Professor Ruffner: They can say they are not a hood, but they murdered someone.

Johnny killed Bob. Ponyboy was being drowned and Johnny stabbed Bob.

Blue mustang, the guy with the rings. Johnny knew that is who beat him up.

Professor Ruffner: What do you think Hinton was trying to say with this book?

                               Why did she write this book.

Answers from different students: 

         -Be in someone else’s shoes.

         -Statement on youth counter culture.

         -Get out what she was experiencing.

         -Other people can read book and relate.

Darry is more of a parent than any of the real parents.

Different forms of abuse: 

         -Physical abuse

         -Psychological abuse

         -Negligence

Professor Ruffner: Why do you think we have this death at the end?

Someone: Johnny’s death is a symbolism of the death of Ponyboy’s innocence.

Professor Ruffner: The letter is a symbol of? 

                               Why a letter?

Answers from different students:

     -A constant reminder.

     -A beginning for anyone who was like them.

     -A perfect end for Johnny.

     - Dying as a hero.

     -Symbolic as Johnny’s voice.

     -Johnny was quiet.

Someone: refers to Johnny as a dog.

      -He is quiet.

      -He is a follower.

      -Extremely loyal.

      -He protected Ponyboy.

Johnny was repressed at home.

Easier to be in the background and be quiet.

Like a survival instinct.

Helen Greene

Recorder Notes Nov. 1st, 2010

Opening of class-Sherri addressed the confusion reading Ezra Pound due to the inconsistencies in the writing and the switching of language from German and French than back to English.

Note: Genevieve  said she is fluent in French and good in German so, if  anyone desired anything interpreted, email her the passage and she would translate.

Ruffner on Hilda Doolittle

· It is a memoir, not a story.

· Asked to write memoir towards the end of her life

· Stream of consciousness writing

· She was an imagist poet 

· Was also a patient of Freud

· Had a strong relationship with Pound which borderline on obsessive

Final
· Same format as midterm

· 5-10 Qs on each piece of literature

· Fill-in, multiple choice, and matching

Bella Mafia
· Several people mentioned that the good thing about the book there was a lot of tension building which lead to a discussion about old dramatic movies, examples of Hitchcock’s “Psycho” were given, also “The Haunting” and classic horror genre movie actors like Boris Karloff and Vincent Price.

· We also discussed how certain literature grabs you because of the tension in the narrative

Initial Reactions to Ending

There was a mixture of different reactions to the ending. Some people felt “let down” by it. Some felt bad for Luka, being psychologically damaged, others couldn’t understand why Sophia would kill her own child, others it was a mixed bag of emotions. They could see why Sophia did what she did, and on the other hand felt bad for Luka. Some felt it was all just wrapped up too neat and tidy, it ended to fast, or it was predictable. There was some anger associated with the ending for some people.

This lead to a discussion of psychological horror movies and killers. The affect it has on us as a viewers or readers. Sherri spoke of an experience where she personally knew someone who had committed a murder and was shocked by it. 

Ruffner poised the question “What if he killed your child?” 

Most people agreed that they would want to see their killer of their own child dead (by their own hands or another) or brought to justice. 

The conversation than went back to Luka and Sophia. 

Genny stated she felt ecstatic for Sophia. She understood Luka’s tortured soul, but she also was excited for Sophia and loved her for being “strong and self willed”

Christina said Sophia was calculating, methodical, and she develops a dependency after the death of her husband and kids. (This lead to a discussion on was it merely a habit or a way to numb the pain).

Ruffner: Things to consider when reading literature
· Characterization

· Time and setting

· Sex of character

· Background

· Actions

Class than moved into a discussion about Theresa as a character, how she drove the women to take over the “family business’ after all the men are killed. She was a character who rounded people together and not let them dwell in their grief. Ruffner  said Theresa has a conflicted identity. She is considered “masculine” compared to Sophia who is more of the “feminine” counterpart. Theresa was intelligent and even during her marriage to Alfredo, she would let him think he was in control, get all the credit while she looked over all the paperwork.

The discussion moved to the ring, which symbolized power in the family. 

Luka
· Completely disconnected from reality

· Craves attention from the women

· Sexually gratified by the mere thought of affection from Sophia (Oedipus complex?)

· Feared by many

· Has boundary issues

· The only person he ever loved was Georgio

Georgio
· Ill and severely disabled
· Very intelligent
· Vicarious reader
· Lacks a true “family”
· “Mouthy”
· Loves Luka in return, genuine affection
· Dies young
Corolla

· Blames Gracillo for Georgio and the death of his wife
· Seeks revenge on the Don
· Finds sexually fulfillment with a whore
· Lacks a bond with Georgio, is ashamed of him, wishes he would die in some instances
· Is ruthless and cunning, does not follow the “family” orders of business
Genny stated with this book, nothing is what it seems and characterized Sophia as a born leader. 

The women
· Outlived the men
· Made the choice to stay in the family “business”  which was a “mans’ world”
· Use their femininity as a weapon
· Showed a women’s sort of strength (ex. Grazilla watching her husbands and sons embalmed)
· Used their femininity as a weapon and to gain power
10/25/2010 Class Notes

Erica Mayne


Grades were passed out and Professor Ruffner stated that “each grade is assessed to what each individual has done so far.”

Bella Mafia-

We went around the classroom gauging where everyone was at in the book and added any comments.

Karen observed that it was a bit extreme for the [Luciano] children to run away because their father was crying; whereas, Sherry viewed it as how sheltered the kids really were.

A dialogue about character dynamics (Located in Professor Ruffner’s notes) was discussed.

 Sherry brought up the point of symbolism in the names of characters

· The prosecutor is named Emanuel meaning “God is with us.”

Bethany gave a very creative presentation on Structuralism in literature theory.

Jennifer presented a very informative presentation on Lynda La Plante, the author of Bella Mafia. 

-Discussion-

Reflection of women in Literature

-Treatment of Graziella by Roberto

Karen stated that because the time was 1940 it was basically the norm and women still held an “undercurrent of control” over the men.

A talk about the male vocal controversy in the story and their bases of power was spoken of. In the mafia the Dons and Bosses were shown respect by kissing the rings as well as shown basic respect (followed order without question, looked up to).

The women had a similar set-up because all the wives looked up to Graziella because she was Roberto’s wife.  

Sherry proclaimed that “The girls looked up to the mama,” “…for the money,” “because if you got the approval of the mama you got the money.”

A perfect example of this was Sophia because Graziella liked that she was successful, beautiful, and produced two male heirs; therefore, she was accepted more freely than the other wives. 

The Miami Dolphin’s fan then questioned “Is Alfredo gay!?”

Some facts that may lead to this conclusion was

-The condoms

-The male who he rode bikes with

-That he didn’t touch his wife sexually

-Extremely rough sex (when he does)

Ruffner asks the class “Is Sophia a victim?”

-She went back for her son after everyone was dead

-she was a gold digger (sold child for money-someone thought)

-People agree she made a 90 degree turn around (With the flash of the $)

Someone says that Constantine “Flashes the money sign and she wants it [the Luciano money] more”

Helen states how Sophia “decided to go get her son but as soon as Constantine courts her she gives up!” 

Ruffner asks is Sophia “fixated on becoming a Luciano?”

Sherry backs up her opinion by saying in Ch. Eight p. 139 [of her book] it says

“Strangely Sophia started to hate Michaels name…” [Reads entire paragraph]. 

Finish reading Bella Mafia (E-mail Ruffner your initial reaction of the book as a whole if you think about it.)

Class Over

November 15, 2010

Sarah Burger
Class Discussion Notes on End to Torment

Hilda Doolittle (1886-1961)

Slide show can be viewed on Angel

 Class Discussion:

· End to Torment is a very polar book, you either  like it or you don’t. (Professor G.)

· Expatriate-someone who picks up and moves to another place 

Ezra Pound
· Ezra Pound was a controversial figure who moved from Idaho to Philadelphia 

· Was the “magnetic” figure of the imagist movement

· Wrote A Few Don’ts that discussed what was considered to be “good poetry”

· Served as a sort of literary agent through whom people could go to and get published (i.e. Robert Frost, H.D.)

· Wrote an 800 page book called the Cantos (which goes against his teachings of keeping things short and cutting out the un-needed information and writing Haikus (5,7,5))

· Charged with treason for making wartime broadcasts in Italy against Roosevelt

· He was confined for 5 months in a camp where he spent his time writing the Cantos

Hilda Doolittle

· Lived a tumultuous life

· Became a patient of Sigmund Freud

· Writes as an imagist (very short and to the point, cutting out all the extras)

· Sherry Asked: Do you think that this concrete imagist affects the way that she writes?

· She writes with allusion (alluding to something without actually saying the word) as a main point, which allows the reader to get a lot more out of the piece of work.

Book Discussion

· Ezra Pound is the most influential figure in poetry. But he is also a great ass! (Professor G.)

Why is this H.D.’s story?


Sherry: well it is about Ezra Pound because they asked her to write about their relationship, and she wrote about how she stayed loyal to Pound throughout their lives. But her life is also intermingled in with the story about Ezra.


Are these poems really going to stand the test of time, because in the future, we can’t expect them to understand what he was writing about or what H.D. was writing about. Professor G.: It’s hard to tell if it is going to withstand the test of time.


Professor G.  But how does this become her story?

(Helen) It shows how Pound shaped her, and shaped her into the poet that she is. Because the people you encounter in your life shapes the type of person you will be in the future.

(Girl in first row) I think that this becomes her story because once Hilda met Pound, Hilda Doolittle disappeared and H.D. was born. Also even though Pound is gone it almost as it she has absorbed him into her so even though he isn’t there he is.

(Professor G.) Ruins movies for the whole class by showing the connection between all of the movies we watch. Saying that there are only 7 movie plots and all movies pull from those core plots. “The Lyon King is just the story of Hamlet put in Africa and animated.” 

What is the Torment?


(Professor G) If it’s about literary in heritance or poetry heritage, can you escape? Can you go back? The story of Edipos shows that there is a destiny and our future is in-escapable.

(Sherry) She should take some responsibility at some point in her life. She never announced her engagement and assumed that people knew. She ended up marrying a man that Pound pretty much pushed on her and that she didn’t love. She has a relationship with a woman but she ended up with Freud because of her sexuality. But she never fully takes responsibility for the things that she has done in her life. If I didn’t study those things I never would have pulled that our of this book.

(Professor G.) “Live your life in such a way that you descendants would be grateful”

Why teach this book?

(Helen) If looking at it from the perspective that she is doing what everyone else thinks she should do than it is fitting into the stereotypical role that women will fit into a certain mold. And that is what Pound did to her, he said you will be like this and she did. But rather than stand up for herself and say “No I will do things my way”, she just went along with what everyone told her. So it’s taught in this class because we as women can be influenced by other and allow them to define who we are.

(Professor G.) She did some writing of her own (HD) but her writing was never as prominent as the other writers of her era. Maybe this is because she was a lesbian and this was not acceptable in that time. 


I thought that she was more or less getting over this guy by writing this. 

(Professor G.) Did she ever truly get over him? 

(Sherry)I don’t know if she loved Pound in that romantic way, but maybe she loved Pound in a manner of the Professor and Student. She wants to copy him and mimic what he does. She looks to him for guidance. It wasn’t an intimate relationship but more tutor and student. Even when they were younger and they were kissing she referred to it as a “scene” but I would consider that to be childish.

(Helen) Maybe they were sexual but she just didn’t write about it because she didn’t want to disclose it in her writing because he effected her on not only a literary level, but also on an emotional level.

(Professor G.) Are they father-daughter figures? Are the teacher student figures? So what are her unconscious motives, what is she trying to repress?

(Sherry) She doesn’t seem very repressed in her writing, she is very much writing what she thinks.

(Helen) Some of this was written with her therapist, so maybe she didn’t want her therapist to know that she was having sex. (referring to when her and Pound got caught doing something in the open window. HD said they were caught kissing) Maybe she downplayed what she did because she was embarrassed that she was having sex with a man because she was a lesbian.

(Professor G.) She is not a scandalous type of figure. We can say that Pound was a SOB because he was married to a woman, but yet met a young violinist name Olga and she became his lifelong companion. Although he wasn’t loyal to his wife, he did remain loyal to his lover for the most part. This book is definitely a snap shot of an influential figure.

The way it’s written you get little bits of what other people think of Pound and these are hidden in amongst the fragments.

(Professor G.)That’s the way the modernist writes though, they present it to the reader and it is the readers job to pull out what is actually going on. 
What’s the point of poetry?

It’s to express some type of feeling, or try to elicit a certain feeling from the reader. 


(Helen) Poetry is a device to express our personal thoughts, feelings, and experiences. Its up to the reader to interpret it in order to get something out of it.


Poetry forms a lot of different functions, it can evoke emotions, express certain feelings..(Professor G.) “So long lives this, and this gives life to thee”

Comments

(Blonde in the back of the class) “Being done with this book is the end to our torment!”
(Helen) Reading this book was difficult because it was just a straight forward story. It didn’t have the traditional beginning, middle, and end.

Professor G.: I compare reading this book to reading drama because it leaves a lot to the imagination. If you just read it straight through you discover that there is a sort of rhythm and this style of reading is going to help you to understand things such as this book.

Sherry: I think that this book either needs to take a year to read or it just needs side notes to kind of explain what she is trying to say. Reading this book is like reading someone’s diary without knowing what happened in the beginning. It makes it so confusing.

Class recorder notes for November 22nd with Professor Grieneisen.

Karen Cressy

No presentation this class.

Elements of the gothic novel –

can be found at Professor Grieneisen’s web page.

Covered in class in addition to that

 takes place in exotic lands (Sicily, Italy)

Inquisition- involved the catholic church, punishment-death for people who did not meet their standards.  Heresy-confess or be tortured until you do.  Accuser is not revealed.

The Sublime- describes an aesthetic, In 18th century described landscape which heightens spiritual awareness of the artistic form which captures the elevating quality, or lofty in thought, feeling of reaching peak of a mountain (inspirational, awe).

     example: professor G’s cat/kitten, an indoor cat with boundaries.  Taken to his home        with plenty of outdoors, no boundaries-cat would creep as if not accustom to the vastness of his surroundings,  cat version of sublime.

Terror-conceals(harder to create)            Horror-reveal (easier to shock)

     Helen-like Hitchcock, Two ways to write:  Express-just say it “I am mad” vs. Evoke with images the emotion of being mad.

The Italian

origins  Radcliffe’s -The mysteries of Aldopho

              Mathew Lewis-The Monk-aka monk lewis, very scary, Spanish inquisition, eloquent speaker, women taken with him, understudy or protégé monk- is a woman?

rebuttal to the Monk-  The Italian

Page x

Attitudes towards Italy-travel and education was a desire, Radcliff’s ability to travel, quest for mystery, dramatic landscape.

Page xiii

Roman catholicism-epi center of spiritual corruption, confessionals =the right to medal in others lives and pass judgement.

History of Italy-violent-English perceive Italian as barbaric-(however they themselves are guilty of colonialism and post colonial influence destroying many cultures.)

     Truth or believe is what pulls you into the story-maimi fan

Professor-but most english did not travel, so lent to stereotyping? if Italy, Spain (Dark skinned, louder, catholics selling of indulgences.

     Miami fan, Inquisitors after Vivaldi-he is true to his word, loyal, example of good Italian.

Page xx

Post revolution-reorder of religion (Division of church and state)

Italian pre revolution but looking at concerns of post.

Page xxii

Post revolutionary visionism., monk-evil  vs  vivaldi and Rosalaba

Chronology of Anne Radcliffe

Family has connections, she is educated upper class, marries a wealthy man, Italian written as smaller novels = $$, legend-she went mad? or just a reclusive.

Exploration for class:

Epigraph-writing that proceeds work that reveals the theme of the writing, allusion nuances of chapter.  How is each chapter epigraphed?

miami- so sets the mood?  prof-also the theme

Character list:

Vicentio di Vivaldi- in love with Rosalba-comes from money, loyal, moral

Ellena Rosalba-orphan, looks after her aunt.

Father Schedoni-monk, confessor, evil? sexist?, uses position for personal gain, manipulative.  prof G adds- mysterious in origin, birth-fallen fortune, perhaps hidden crimes.

Signora Bianchi- E’s aunt

Paola Bonarma-friend of V

Marchesa- mom of V-controlling, manipulative

Marchesi-dad of V-Royal, demanding

Olivia-Nun       Beatrice- Aunts maid      Spalatro-stranger sleeping on a mattress pg 211

Location:  Italy   Naples   Mt Vesuvius

Two levels of reading-topic and themes

Topic-religious corruption

Themes –what it says about topic 

Sublime-awe inspiring  didactic-instruct us in moral choices

Elements that reveal themes:  Vesuvius as a character, music-foreshadow?  Landscape , architecture, silence, epigraphs, secrecy/hidden elements, surveillance, class and rank.

November 29, 2010   The Italian by Ann Radcliffe                                                                                                                                                   Murlene Joseph

No presentation this class.

Elements of the gothic novel – can be found at Professor Grieneisen’s web page.

Talked about competition between Ann Radcliffe and Mathew Lewis in Gothic Literature

· Lewis wrote The Monk; got the idea from Radcliffe

· Sinister and evil

· Radcliffe wrote the Italian;
· To show the Character needed  to have more redemption than his characters provided
Talked about tradition of Catholic churches

· Confession

Terror (ex. Shown on pg. 165), conceals(harder to create)  

 Horror-reveal (easier to shock)
The Italian
The Inquisition – the scarest part of the inquisition is the inquisition itself
Throughout the novel there are moments in redemption in Schedoni. Never in Vivaldi.

Whole damn book is so Ellanor and Vivaldi can get married (Sherri didn’t think it was gonna happen), never a doubt that they would. Sort of like Romeo and Juliet.

Plotlines – All kinds of intersecting plots going on. Schedoni and Ellanor, Vivaldi and mother, Vivaldi and ellanor etc…

Everything revolves around whats going on with the two characters (Vivaldi and Ellanor)

Plot diagram – not context no story

Elements that reveal themes: 

 Vesuvius as a character, music (exalts the soul)-foreshadow?  

Landscape 

architecture

silence

epigraph – provides the allusion

secrecy/hidden elements

surveillance – in the inquisition

 class and rank.


