Bella Mafia
Central Character List
Roberto Luciano - the Don
Graziella - his wife
Michael - Sophia - Luka (Nicodemo)
Constantino - Sophia - Nunzio and Carlo
Alfredo / Filippo - Teresa - Rosa
Frederico - Moyra

Pirelli - detective and lover of Sophia
Emmanual – the prosecutor 
Domino – lawyer, family friend, Graziella’s ex-fiancé, godfather to Michael
Emilio - Rosa’s fiancé also the Don’s nephew
Paul Carolla-Paula (died when “she had that monster”) - Giorgio
Lydia Carolla - the whore 
Father Angelo – Luka’s first care-giver


I. Initial Reactions to the Ending
“I was let down, b/c of the sympathy plea for Luka.”
“I thought LaPlante just got tired of writing—ended it too fast”
“I felt bas for Luka.  I can’t believe a mother would kill her own child.”
“I was kind of glad to see Luka die, but I also felt bad for him (I’m not that surprised that Sophia killed him).
“I thought it was predictable—a poetic ending would have been if they all died”
“I felt rage for the killing of the children and would want revenge”
“It is hard to say if Sophia should have been the one to kill Luka.  Will she be able to stop killing?”
“I adore Sophia.  I understand Luka’s torture.  I don’t feel that is an excuse for his killing.  He seemed to enjoy it.”
“I kind of feel bad for Sophia.  She thought his life would be better.  Then she finds out that it is her son that has done all this.”

II. Sophia
· She is a liar
· Hard-worker (dedicated and loyal (took care of her mother))
· Comes from no money
· Illegitimate 
· Left her son in the convent
· Money hungry, gold-digger (becoming a Luciano)
· Gives male heirs 
· Withholds sex as bargaining chip
· She came full circle in her life (became strong and self-sufficient)
· She is calculating (methodical) 
· After the death of her children, she became “fond” of prescription drugs and wine
· Tried to stick to the old world ethical rules of the mafia family
· Sleeps with men for sex rather than love after hubby dies
III. Luka
· Evil (born with a full set of teeth)
· Abandoned by mother
· Abused
· His love of Giorgio and from G.
· He is beautiful
· No empathy, manipulative, vengeful
· He is a “professional”
· We can tell how far off from reality he is when they go to his father’s house
· He feels the women and he are a family
·  The epitome of justice in the storyline
·  When he felt abandoned by his pseudo father figure, he turned evil
·  Does not have a conscience? He has some remorse (working in the garden)? He knew killing was wrong.
·  He killed out of love (the ultimate thing we can do for someone else) - for Carolla, for the women, but not for himself
· Luka is sexually gratified by the mere thought of affection from Sophia
· Reacts highly emotionally
· Mimics socially acceptable behavior (he can read people and work people)
· Did not do well in school; had a hard time reading
· Calculating but not much common sense 
· Feared
· Boundary Issues
IV. Giorgio
-- father-figure for Luka
-- ties the two families together (the Luciano’s and the Carolla’s)
-- wanted to be what Luka was (handsome, strong, good health and vice-versa (intelligent and had a father, and money)
-- is the expression of Luka’s love (Luka “feels” around G.)
-- They did not pity each other
-- Luka being around G. helped him grow (he became mature in some ways)
-- L. gave G. a purpose in life
-- They completed each other
-- deformed with a large head, without the capacity to control his muscles, his heart has a hole in it, not much control over his limbs or bodily fluids, pale skin

V. Why did Luka kill the boys
-- they reminded him of he and G.
-- to send a message to the L. from C. - this is what happens when we break our Omerta
-- had to kill them b/c they were L. men. They would have come to avenge the deaths of their relatives
-- (British version) The entire male line of the Luciano would continue…


VI. The difference between the American version and the British version
-- Any mention of guttural language associated with sex is censored in American version
-- Luka being molested (B: details; A: mentions briefly that he was molested, abused—calls Thomas a “faggot” (B and A))
-- Moyra was not in the American version
-- Federico was not in the American version either
-- Rosa tells the priest to check the pockets for condoms when donating the clothes (American version)
-- Rosa is a virgin in the American version
-- Sophia’s hair is supposed to be long and dark (the film has her blonde)
-- Teresa is skinny in the film and plump in the A and B versions
-- Sophia had no stretch marks, evidence of having a baby in the A and B version
-- The brutality in the American version was softened
-- The American version does not explain the significance of the RING
-- In the B. version: Luka said that he was not supposed to kill the boys (he did see them as boys; he saw them as he and G. and they were meant to die together)

VII. The Reflection of Women in the Literature
1. Graziella
· Abuse of Graziella by Roberto
· Graziella as woman of the 1940s in Italy
· Social Norms for female behavior
· Graziella with her son Michael
· Watches to make sure the husbands are “prepared” well so the other women will not be upset

2. Teresa
· She has some education (lawyer)
· * Alfredo as gay man (?)
· Questioning his sexual identity
· Rough sex
· Forced oral sex
· His temperament
· He is always with other guys (playing with motorbikes)
· Arranged marriage
· The condom situation
· T. as masculine female suited for Alfredo
· Not beautiful
· Very plain
· The marriage was loveless at first
· The arranged marriage as a ploy for the Carolla hit
· As driving force of the mafia dealings (re-creating the family business)
· As masculine Sophia
· Has a conflicted identity

-- The four main women by themselves were incomplete. Together they were a complete package.
-- “The thorn of the rose was hidden by the bloom” (the last page)
-- The women characters become as masculine as their husbands in order to settle their affairs
-- Teresa went to college to be a lawyer. She did not finish, though. She helped the women handle these “affairs” - a capable woman.
-- The women outlived the men
-- The men were forced to be in the mafia (the name affiliation); the women actually chose to continue that lifestyle. They DID NOT fall apart when their husbands and children were murdered. They kept it together.
-- Teresa admits that she had been weak for not seeing through Luka from the beginning (she can not be the Don-ess)
-- There was jealousy between Teresa and Sophia (The Don favored Sophia) / Michael was the golden-boy
-- Even though the women may appear masculine, they still use their femininity to get what they want (kissing of the ring, use of sex as a weapon (G. makes sure her guests are taken care of first, G.’s motherly instinct kicks in so she has to have the others near her while being around Luka) 

